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BIOGRAPHY OF CHRISTA 
MCAULIFFE
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• Christa McAuliffe was chosen out of thousands of teachers to be 
the first American civilian to go into space. 

• She had always wanted to go up into space, but she also saw it 
a great opportunity to teach more to her class. She was and still 
is a true inspiration, having been given the Congressional Space 
Medal of Honor after her death. The Christa Corrigan McAuliffe 
Center at Framingham State College was established to carry 
on her name and legacy throughout the region.

• McAuliffe was a highly respected English and History teacher, 
among other things, and left behind great passion in her 
students. Even today her students still look back and remember 
the impact she had on them.

• Sadly, McAuliffe and the six other passengers that were on 
board the Challenger died a few minutes after launch. 



ORIGINAL 
CREATIVE PIECE
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• I wanted to show, 
through my piece, 
Christa McAuliffe’s 
dream come true. It 
shows her in the 
Challenger, in outer 
space. She is learning 
and experiencing things 
that she will someday 
return to Earth to tell her 
class all about.  



CREATIVE PIECE 

Beyonce XO music video- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xUfCUFPL-8

Even though it was written a while after the Challenger disaster, Beyonce’s 
song XO begins with a snippet of an audio recording from the shuttle disaster. 
Ridiculed and criticized for this, Beyonce says that she wanted to help people 
who have lost loved ones. She also said that she wanted to remind everyone 
that unexpected things happen, so to love, appreciate, and cherish every 
minute you have with those you love.
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PERSONAL EXPERIENCE
Question: What was your experience on the 28th of January 1986?

Response: It started as an average day in 8th grade, Orlando, Florida. They usually let us out to watch big events. In the past we had 
watched space shuttles launch. This time we didn’t get to watch it. But in band class the teacher let me take the attendance to the 
office. The launch happened to be at the same time I was taking it. I saw the shuttle go into the air and this big con trail was going up and 
then there was a big ball of smoke and an explosion. You just couldn’t avoid looking at it. You could tell where the shuttle blew up. And 
you could see these steams of smoke coming down. There was one big peace you could see that was the cabin and I couldn’t help but 
wonder if the crew in there were still alive. (Now in tears) I thought it was the saddest thing. There was a teacher there from New 
Hampshire and I am from New Hampshire. I just thought it was horrible that these people’s lives were taken. 

All the mean jokes started to come out. I just thought it was in bad taste that people would say jokes about something I especially found 
serious. There was news of the event going for a long time after and it was sad to keep thinking about what had happened. At the time I 
wanted to be an astronaut, but after the explosion I couldn’t tell if it made me not want to do it anymore, or if it just made me want it 
more. As a kid I thought it was a cool thing to do, but suddenly reality kicked in and thinking about what really must happen for you to get 
into space scared me. But even though it was scary I didn't want it to denture me from wanting to go up into space and discover new 
things and help people. I thought if a teacher could go up there and do it why can’t I?

My response: 

The person that I interviewed faced challenges consisting of fear and pain of what had been lost. Although the pain was real and was 
there, they hadn’t let the loss prevent them from still having their dreams. Based on their experience I learned that this event was seen and 
heard about by nearly everyone at the time. I also realized that even though bad things happen you shouldn’t let that stop you from 
believing in and pursuing your dreams. 

6



WORKS CITED

“Beyonce Defends Using Challenger Disaster Audio in Song.” BBC News, BBC, 31 Dec. 2013, 
www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-25557551.

“Christa McAuliffe.” Biography.com, A&E Networks Television, 16 Sept. 2020, 
www.biography.com/astronaut/christa-mcauliffe.

Greene, Nick. “The History of Space Shuttle Challenger.” ThoughtCo,                        
www.thoughtco.com/the-history-of-space-shuttle-challenger-3072432. 

Drawing based off picture located on…

“Christa McAuliffe.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 18 May 2021, 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christa_McAuliffe.

7


